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Ing the stores of certain submarines at sea. This was
generally believed, if not absolutely known. But the
very nature of things in those early days pointed that
way. The object, looked at closely and turned away
from with apparent indifference, put it beyond doubt
that something of the sort had been done somewhere
in the neighbourhood.

"The object in itself was more than suspect. But
the fact of its being left in evidence roused other suspi-
cions. Was it the result of some deep and devilish pur-
pose? As to that all speculation soon appeared to be a
vain thing. Finally the two officers came to the con-
clusion that it was left there most likely by accident,
complicated possibly by some unforeseen necessity;
such, perhaps, as the sudden need to get away quickly
from the spot, or something of that kind.

"Their discussion had been carried on in curt, weighty
phrases, separated by long, thoughtful silences. And
all the time their eyes roamed about the horizon in
an everlasting, almost mechanical effort of vigilance.
The younger man summed up grimly:

"'Well, it's evidence. That's what this is. Evi-
dence of what we were pretty certain of before. And
plain, too.'

"'And much good it will do to us/ retorted the
commanding officer. tfThe parties are miles away; the
submarine, devil only knows where, ready to kill;
and the noble neutral slipping away to the eastward,
ready to lie!5

" The second in command laughed a little at the tone.
But he guessed that the neutral wouldn't even have to
lie very much. Fellows like that, unless caught in the
very act, felt themselves pretty safe. They could
afford to chuckle. That fellow was probably chuckling
to himself. It's very possible he had been before at the